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Meeting Information  
Working MeetingðEveryone bring at least one ñtips and Tricksò item or a project you are currently working on. 

June Raffle PrizeðAirplane Kit  

The club meeting giveaway is $40  -  Remember, you have got to be there to win!!! 

 

Hello 

members,  
 

I really 

enjoyed 

our guest 

speakers at 

our meeting last month. Rudy and Dave thank you for the 

outstanding job on both topics. Here we go moving right 

in to June. Have a lot of fun flying at events; remember to 

be safe out there. Talking to a lot of members about the 

month of June, it seems like most members will be out of 

town. I might slow up just a bit on the program segment 

so we donôt miss anyone. I want to declare the month of 

June ñTips and Tricksò month. So bring in your favorite 

tip and trick to share. We can divide the time up with all 

willing to share at the meeting; what a great time we will 

have. Remember the drawing is $40.00 this month. See 

you at the meeting. V.P. David Haygood. 

June Presidentõs Message 

Ken Morris, President 
 

The 24th Annual Roadrunner Pattern Classic contest on 

May 16th and 17th was another success.  Jeff Hill was the 

CD for that event.  It was amazing how well pilots flew, 

especially on Saturday when there were 20 and 25 mile an 

hour winds blowing.  The event made several hundred 

dollars for the club.  Thanks to everyone involved. 

 

After postponing the combat event for a week, we finally 

got it in.  It really is a lot of fun to fly combat, if you 

havenôt tried it, you really should.  Planes are cheap also.  

Read Markôs article for the final standings of the combat 

event and the monthly fun fly.   

 

One clear message the board got from feedback at the 

meetings is that members want improvements made to 

our flying field.  Well, runway improvements are on the 

list and the board approved expenditures for taking a big  

Vice President  

Dave Haygood  

DON'T FLY WON'T CRASH 
by Dale Rice 
 
I loaded my airplanes as happy as a lark, 
And headed out to the ole air park. 
I saw a pilot take a dash 
Across the strip he had just had a crash. 
 

He was picking it up when off another one flew, 
It went down; now, what did he do. 
There were a couple of planes flying around, 
When they had a mid air and they both hit the ground. 
 

Man! That's three or four all in a day, 
But I guess if you don't fly you won't crash so they say. 
 

Continued on page two 
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Rudy Steinôs Safety Corner 
 

(Editorial Note)  Rudy is on vacation and was not able to con-

tribute to this monthôs newsletter.  Rudy always has a few 

cleaver sayings and I thought I would include a couple.  Food 

for thought.) 

 

From Aprilé 

 

May the number of takeoffs  

and landings always be equal! 
 

From May. . .  

 

In manned aviation we say that every landing  

you can walk away from is a good one!   

But this applies to manned aviation only! 
 

Be An Active Participant in This Months 

ñTips and Tricksò Program 
 

Dave has planned a program this month where we can 

share ideas to make us better modelers.  We all have an 

interest in new and creative ideas as well as taking a look 

at the latest project a member has completed.  Bring that 

partially finished model and share some of your building 

techniques.  Even ARFs can exhibit creativity in the 

building process.  

 

How about your special way of installing landing gear or 

holding that battery hatch in place with magnets?  Special 

tools are always of interest. How many times do you open 

your new magazine issue and immediately zoom in to the 

ñnew tool and ideasò section?  

 

I always like to see the special tools that we all come up 

with to make building easier.  Bring some of them and 

share with everyone. 

Presidents Message continued from page one 
 

step forward in making RMFM the premier place to fly.  

Read Jon Bellôs announcement on page four for some of 

the details. 
 

The other important decision made was when to have the 

annual family summer picnic.  Mark and Wanda Johnston 

agreed to host the event this year at their home on Satur-

day, September 12th, and as always bring your favorite 

dish and the club will furnish the meat items and drinks. 

More information to come. 
 

And if the weather will just cooperate, we can all get out 

to the field and do a little flying. 
 

Are we having fun yet?  
 

Ken Morris 

RMFM President 

Reprinted from the May 2009 AMA Insider 

A Note From the AMA Insider's 

Technical Editor  

A short time ago, a modeler wrote Ed McCollough (your hum-

ble technical editor) the following: 
 

ñNoticed and noted on the foot of page 66 of March Model 

Aviation underneath the picture of the Spektrum/JR flight log-

ger, it is recommended that six-volt battery packs be used on 

ALL 2.4GHz receivers. Called Horizon Hobby on the phone; 

they confirmed this statement. It was suggested the same six 

volt usage for other brands also. Would like to suggest the gen-

eral membership be made aware of this when 2.4 GHz receivers 

are used in glow/gas airplanes/helis to preclude possible in-

flight loss.ò 
 

When I read this, I agreed with him and wrote him I would get 

on the problem. Please, read what he wrote and consider it very, 

very carefully. Unfortunately, the answer to his question hasnôt 

been that quick or easy, but for the time being, here it is: 
 

If you are flying a 2.4 GHz system, follow the manufacturersô 

specifications for the voltage. If you are using a separate volt-

age pack for the receiver, be absolutely sure it has enough volt-

age to run the receiver. A common 5.0-volt receiver pack may 

not have sufficient voltage to run your particular receiver. Actu-

ally, if you used a six-volt pack and it was adequately charged, 

it should be sufficient, regardless of the manufacturer. 
 

There is one problem, when using a six-volt pack if it isnôt re-

quired by the manufacturer of your system. That problem will 

likely happen if you are using digital servos. If you drive some 

digital servos with six volts, there is a high probability you will 

damage the servos because of the higher voltage. Remember, if 

the servos fail, it wonôt make much difference that your re-

ceiver is still working. 
 

You always need to be flying with a functional receiver pack, 

one that is as close to fully charged as possible. Remember, 

insufficient volts to the receiver and you crash. 

 

 Lastly, as in all things, and in all cases, read the instructions. 
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Combat and Monthly Fun Fly 

By Mark Johnston 

 
Well after rescheduling the combat twice we finally got to 

run the contest Myself, Kent Paul, John Gayer, Richard 

Lindberg and Ken Morris all flew.  Jerry Jones and Jeff 

Hill were there to help us. We were able to run three 

rounds of combat. Based on some very basic scoring I 

declared Ken Morris the Winner, Kent Paul in Second, 

Richard Lindberg and myself in third, John Gayer in 

Fourth. Then we all proceeded to have Burgers and Dogs 

and some good conversation. 

  

The following day, Sunday, I was asked to run our 

Monthly Fun Fly in place of our intrepid CD Vic Newton 

who was out of town due to a death in the family, Our 

condolences to Vic and his Family.  The Contest that was 

ran was one Vic had sent called 3 ring Circus.  The object 

was to take off do 3 rolls, 3 loops a touch-n-go, then 2 

rolls, 2 loops a touch-n-go, then 1 roll and 1 loop and 

land. Time start on first movement and time stopped on 

wheels down. 

 

Mark Johnston  1:14:10 

John Gayer  1:17:10 

Ken Morris  2:20:56 

Richard Lindberg  2:52:25 

David Haygood  3:09:53 

Jerry Jones  0  

Phil Hayley  Did not Fly 

 

I will not be at the meeting this month as I will be on my 

way back from Ohio State University picking up Nikki 

from School. I hope I might be able to attend this month's 

fun fly so we will see you at the field. 

 

Mark Johnston 

AMA District 8  AVP (New Mexico & El Paso) 
 

Kent says, ñI 

always bring 

extrasò 

Mark says, ñDonôt 

mess with me, Iôm 

here to win.ò 

ñJust because I 

have a broken 
foot, they think 

they can take 
me.ò 

ñI told you I 

needed extras!ò ñWhat am I 

doing here, 
Iôm a pat-

tern guy.ò

 

ñIôm waiting!ò 

Photos From the club Fun Fly  

WHAT A GROUP!  

The Good, the Bad and the Ugly!  

Photos from the Combat Contest  
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Conversations with Friends 
 - What To Build? 

 

ñHI THERE!,ò I exclaimed, walking into Jedôs workshop, 

ñboy, have I got some neat ideas for yôall!ò 

ñHi, Richard, cômon in!ò said Jed.   

ñBoy, you sure look like a drowned rat,ò exclaimed Juan, 

ñwhat with your drenched beard and hair.  Donôt you 

know itôs raininô out there?ò 

ñEvôninô, Richard,ò echoed Kris.  ñWhatôs in the bag?ò 

ñThe bag contains plans and instructions (such as they 

are) for pattern ships Iôve owned over the years.  Remem-

ber, we said weôd talk about what you might build this 

year for next seasonôs flying?  Hereôs some examples.ò 

ñBefore we get to that,ò interjected Jed, ñtake a look at 

this!  Juan, Kris and I just finished the repair to my Sport-

ster.  Whatdaya think?ò 

ñHmmm.  Looks better than new.  You guys did a good 

job.  What say we go out this weekend, if the weatherôs 

any good, and fly it?ò 

ñOK.  But now that all of us óuv got planes to fly, at least 

Juan ón I have been havinô second thoughts about buildinô 

another one,ò said Jed. ñThe problem is, do we really 

need a pattern ship?  Youôve been coachinô Juan ón me for 

a while now, and you keep tellinô us that weôre doinô 

great, and weôre ready for the contest trail.  Why build a 

pattern ship now?ò 

ñItôs true that for folks such as yourself, just starting out 

in pattern, the choice of aircraft is, on the one hand, not 

very critical,ò I answered.  Your Sportster is fine for 

Sportsman.  There are others, of courseðjust about any 

sport plane flying today.  In other words, almost any air-

craft, properly trimmed and flown, can be and is competi-

A Report from Jon Bell  
RMFM Board of Directors  

RMFM Property/Facility Manager  
 

At the June 2nd. RMFM board meeting it was 
voted on and approved to install Geo Tex 
(plastic netting) to the North South runway. 

It will be 435ft. by 30ft. A helicopter pad will 
be installed on the end of the East runway.  

 
The cost to the club will be 2,400.00 for ma-
terial and shipping. There may be a small cost 

for spikes and glue.  
 

Shortly after the material arrives we will 
schedule a work party to install it on the run-
way. This will be a tremendous improvement 

to our runway and will require help from all 
members.  

 

 

A geotextile runway constructed with US 230 or US 315 

is an inexpensive and adaptable way to provide landing 

space for the model aircraft.  
 

In addition to being cost-effective and adaptable, the geo-

textile is tough enough to withstand prop damage from a 

plane over-rotating or uprighting. In rare cases where 

damage occurs, the geotextile can be easily repaired.  
 

A geotextile runway is also fairly simple to install. Blade 

the runway area, or remove all weeds with a post-

emergent weed killer such as Roundup, and fill in low 

points. Compact the area making sure to establish a 

crown and allow for drainage on the sides. Rake out 

bumps and rocks. Apply a pre-emergent weed killer such 

as Preen. Unroll the geotextile onto the prepared runway 

area. Secure the geotextile by driving in staples to just 

slightly below grade level. Use staples every 10 feet or 

so. Overlap geotextile edges 6" or so and glue it with 

something like BlackJack brand number 55 Emulsion 

Roof Coating.  

Product Information on  

Geotextile Runway fabric 

Continued on page 5 
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Kris picked up on the obvious point: ñThese modern pat-

tern ships are big and expensive, right?ò 

ñYes, theyôre big, and yes, theyôre a little ópriceyô.  But 

for the moment, letôs not let price get in our way - Iôve 

got a solution to that problem, I think, which we can talk 

about soon.  Let me first discuss some of your other con-

cerns.  Sheeted foam wing construction isnôt hardðitôs 

just different.  There are many techniques which have 

been used for this type of constructionðlook, here in the 

Nemesis instructions is one method.  There are others.ò 

ñYeah, but how do we cut the foam?ò asked Juan. 

ñI admit thatôs a problem, but itôs easily solved.  If youôre 

gonna be doinô a lot of building, you can make a foam 

cutting jig from parts easily obtained from Radio Shack 

and your lumber and hardware stores.  You can order a 

set of instructions for doing this, or you can buy a com-

plete setup ready madeðjust check your model maga-

zines.  The cost of this runs from about $40 to $285.  Or, 

you can order a set of coresðboth wing and stabðfrom 

various places for about $40-$60.  Of course, if you buy a 

kit, the cores are included. 

ñFiberglass fuselages arenôt much of a problem, eitherð

most of the hard work has already been done for you, so 

itôs a matter of installing your equipment, the wings, stab/

elevators and rudder, and finishing it.  It isnôt hard, as I 

said beforeðitôs just different.  Mostly, youôre using 

sandpaper and resin cleaner and epoxy for installation.ò 

Kris was looking a little apprehensive at this point, so I 

asked him what he was thinking about.  ñWell, kits are 

few and far between at the hobby store, from what Iôve 

seen.  But thereôs sure a bunch of óARFsôðAlmost Ready 

to Flyðout there.  What about them?ò 

ñYouôre right, thatôs where the modeling industry seems 

to be goingò, I replied.  There are a number of suitable 

ARFs, such as the Vanquish, or the Inspire 90, or some-

thing similar.  Strictly speaking these arenôt ókitsô, but 

thereôs a surprising amount of construction that has to be 

done in order to make them flyable.  And, most of óem 

arenôt cheap, either.  We can discuss the relative merits of 

ARFs and their powerplants later.  Their construction is 

generally pretty good, but most of óem are built with the 

idea of electric power in mind.  Since you fellas have 

been using ówetô power (glow engines!), I just figgered 

thatôs the direction you wanted to explore.ò 

ñRight!ò exclaimed all three of them, simultaneously. 

Just then there was a knock on the door.  Jed opened it, 

and said, ñSuper!  Hereôs the pizza and soft drinks we 

ordered!  Letôs eat!ò 

So, thatôs what we did.  Pepperoni, mushrooms, black 

olives, green chileðmy favorites!  Maybe afterward, 

weôll continue our discussion of what to build, but for 

now, Jedôs rightðletôs eat! 

Stay focusedé 

tive in the lower classes.  This is why we have a graded 

system, right?  On the other hand, a properly chosen, 

built, and flown airplane specifically designed for pattern 

is a real plus, because it allows you, the beginning pattern 

pilot, to learn and fly to the best of your abilitiesð you 

wonôt quickly outgrow such a ship!  Most pattern air-

planes are easy to fly, and do what you tell them to doð

pretty darn well!  They have been designed to a 

óformulaôðwith sufficient power/weight ratios, geometry 

is easy; long moments aid in smoothness and graceful-

ness; big wings and fuselages are easier to see (and hence 

maneuvers are easier to position properly and size right).  

I recommend starting with any ship (as I did, as you did), 

but graduating to a pattern bird fairly early.  In this way 

you become comfortable with the regimen, then with the 

flying, then with the ócommunityô (for lack of a better 

word).ò 

ñWhatôre some other alternatives, Richard?ò asked Kris. 

ñWell, I think you have three basic choices.  First, you 

can stick with what youôve been flying this so far; those 

Sportsters are good enough for the Sportsman pattern, and 

youôre flying óem pretty well.  Second, you can build a 

new airplane.  Weôll talk about this alternative in a min-

ute.  Third, you can buy a used pattern ship.  Some of 

these are pretty goodðpilots treat óem better than their 

wives, Iôm told!  Along the same line (spending money), 

you could have a professional builder build you a ship, 

which amounts to the same thing.  But before you make 

up your mind, letôs have a look at some examples.ò 

The three fellas and I proceeded to spread out a few of the 

plan sheets for various pattern ships.  These included a 

Super Kaos, an Escape, an LFX-II, a PA-2, an Aurora, a 

Desire, a Nemesis, a Zeus, an LA-2, and a Boxer 90.   

ñGee, Richard,ò said Juan.  ñThese look complicated.ò 

ñIôve never built a foam wing before, either,ò opined Jed.  

ñAnd we donôt know very much about the type of con-

struction youôve shown us in these plans.  What can we 

do?ò 

ñChoices seem to come in threes!  First, you can build a 

slightly more advanced ship than what you currently 

have; a ópattern trainerô, as it were.  An example of that 

would be this Super Kaos, here.  The construction of this 

ship is very similar to what you already know how to do.  

There are others thatôre currently on the market in kit 

form, such as the óChaosô series.   

ñSecond, you can build a pattern ship, like this.ò  I 

pointed out the Escape and LFX plans.  ñYou could also 

build a Dirty Birdy or XLT.  These ships are character-

ized by a built-up (balsa) fuselage, but sheeted foam 

wings and stabs.  Kits are still available for the Escape, 

XLT and Dirty Birdy, I think. 

ñThird, you can build a modern pattern ship, like one of 

these.ò  I showed them the Desire, Zeus, and LA-2 plans. 

What to Build from page 4 
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Come join us for breakfast!  

BRASS MONKEY 
BREAKFAST 

SUNDAY 
 

June 21, 2009  
8:00 AM 

 
WESTERN VIEW 
RESTAURANT 

(6411 Central Ave NW) 

 

FASTER THAN ME 
by Dale Rice 

 

I built another trainer, they are lots of fun,  

Yeah, I've built several but not like this one.  

The specs call for a 46, but I'm using a ninety one  

Cause I want it to go fast so I can have fun.  

 

I'm flying it now, and man will it go  

Oh yeah, she'll fly fast or she'll fly slow.  

She'll go straight up till I turn it off  

She'll land real fast or kind of soft.  

 

Here we go now, straight up in the air  

We're doin' a hundred goin' as fast as we dare.  

We get to the top and roll her straight down,  

the spectators are cheering and watching this 

clown.  

 

I give it the gas, and it crashes you see  

I just found out it was faster than me.  

Dave Crossley did a fantastic 
presentation last month on 
some of the state-of-the-art 
electronic surveillance opera-
tions going around the globe. 


