
March 2009 

President‘s Message 

 

Hopefully the wind is 

going to die down, the 

weather is going to stay 

nice and everyone is 

going to have fun fly-

ing.  Sometimes we fuss 

about the flying condi-

tions this time of the 

year, but really we are 

pretty lucky, we can fly all year. 

 

One thing we do have to do is keep our field in good shape.  And 

that time has come.  We are planning a ―field fix up party‖ on 

Saturday, March 28th and Sunday, March 29th.  If you don‘t al-

ready have a commitment for those two days, we are asking you 

to come out and help fix the field and the road.  If you are tied up 

for one of the days, then come the other day and help.  There will 

be no flying in the AM, but bring a couple of planes to fly in the 

PM.  Jon Bell will bring his tractor and the club is going to rent a 

Bobcat so we can really get it done right that weekend.  Plan on 

bringing a shovel and a rake with you.  A pair of work gloves 

would also be in order.  The club will bring plenty of water and 

drinks for everyone.  If you have any questions, call Jon Bell 

(877-3429 or 362-0378), he is heading up the project. 

 

Several members have suggested it would be nice if we could pay 

fewer dues.  The board of directors makes the decision to main-

tain, lower or raise dues each year.  The board does not want any 

existing member to stop flying or drop their membership because 

of a temporary financial setback.  If anyone finds themselves in 

that type situation because of the current economy, please bring it 

to my attention or for that matter any board member‘s attention, 

and privately we will work something out. 

 

The best way to pay fewer dues is to bring some new members on 

board.  First, we need new members to keep the club wheels roll-

ing, and secondly, during the spring membership contest you will 

be rewarded with a reduction in dues for every member you bring 

in.  If you get four new members during the contest period, your 

dues will be FREE. 

 

Another way to pocket some extra cash is through the new club 

lotto promotion that we will be doing every month at the club 

meeting.  Dave Haygood will explain the whole thing to you.  All 

you have to do is come to the meetings. 

 

One priority that I feel this board needs to resolve is what are we 

going to do about flying in the future.  We need a flying site that 

we own or one with a long term agreement.  The survival and 

viability of RMFM in the future depends on what we do now.  

We are looking into extending our current lease or buying the 

property or another property, plus we are talking with the waste 

management people about a remediation site through the EPA-

AMA program.  We would also like your input of any additional 

projects or land you might have a lead on. 

 

I hope we all have a fun spring. 

 

See you at the club meeting on March 19th 

 

Ken Morris 

President, RMFM 
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Meeting Information 
Ken Tinkelpaugh at the meeting to talk about his B-17 

missions over Germany and getting shot down, bailing 

out and ending up a prisoner of war for 16 Months. 

 

March Raffle Prize—Cermark Yak kit 39 " span 

Hello Members, 

 I would like 

to encourage you to  

send us topics that you 

are interested in so we 

can get them on the 

schedule. We are 

really having some fun 

with this. Last month‘s 

program was on elec-

trics, Wow!!  Vic 

Newton did a great 

job. I learned so much from his section in our program part of the 

meeting. We have started some new things as well. We are hav-

ing a lottery! Yes a Lottery. We will draw every meeting for 

cash! You have to be there to win, so don't miss out on the cash, 

and a great meeting. At the end of the program, we share our 

"Tips and Tricks" part of the meeting. A great deal of knowledge 

will be discussed at every meeting. This month we have a guest 

speaker for our program.. Don't miss out on this one, for it will be 

one of the best of the year. From the V.P. corner, have a safe and 

wonderful flying day. See you soon! 
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January 2000 RMFM MEETING  
MINUTES ARE UNAVAILABLE! 

The following article is the fourth of a series of  

articles to be presented by Richard Lindberg on 

the Art of Pattern Flying. 

Safety Corner 
Dear RMFM Model Aviators, 

as I announced in the last NEWS LETTER my idea is to write a 

bit about different safety issues on the field of model aviation. 

It doesn‘t require a stringent structure or sequence, but let‘s run 

through it by picking a letter from the alphabet. What about 

starting with the letter ―A‖? 

OK, hmmm…‖A‖…what about alcohol and other drugs? 

Well – that‘s not a RMFM problem. That‘s at least my impres-

sion. And I am pretty certain, that I am right. Let‘s keep it that 

way! 

Do you think it might never be a problem in model aviation? If 

you think so you are wrong! 

Let me tell you a short true story: 

I had been a member in a German Model Aviation Club for 

more than 12 years. For a long period of that time I was the 

Safety Officer just like being in the same position at the RMFM 

now. 

The club had more than 200 members but approximately 20 

were out for flying on a regular basis. 

On weekends we usually started the flying business in the early 

afternoon. For alcohol consumption matters it is a difference 

whether you start flying in the morning (as the RMFM does 

most times) or in the afternoon. In the morning alcohol con-

sumption is less likely. Know what I mean? 

On a beautiful summer day (guess it was in 2004) one of our 

members (let‘s call him Hans George), being rather prosperous 

and basically not a bad pilot, showed up with a sophisticated 

model for aerobatics; a entire composite construction; not built 

by himself, but bought, ready to fly! Wingspan about 8 feet and 

a 100 ccm gas engine, 2 cylinders. A beautiful thing and proba-

bly quite expensive. 

Let‘s be honest – after years you  know your active club mem-

bers. You know who is a good safe pilot and you know those 

guys who crash quite often (for different reasons). You also 

experience their behavior style when hanging out not flying. 

Hans George  never spent a day at the field not drinking beer, 

German beer! 

That specific day he made a good flight and landed safely. 

Time for a drink! After the consumption of 2 bottles (German 

beer!) he took of for his second flight. Did you realize that I did 

not mention him refueling his model? Right – because he for-

got. I need not even continue because you might guess what‘s 

next. During a low level aerobatic maneuver the engine flamed 

out. There was no chance for recovery and the model crashed. 

The damage was beyond repair. 

I can not prove that the consumption of alcohol was a causal 

factor but it is more than likely. He was distracted and simply 

forgot to refuel.  

Lessons learned: alcohol and flying don‘t mix! Even a hang over 

from the last night‘s party is a reason, not to fly. Your capacities 

are degraded, reaction time is slow and situational awareness is 

degreased.  

I always hated seeing guys drinking on the field; not only because 

in the eyes of spectators (and we had a few each weekend) it de-

teriorates the club‘s reputation in the public. It might also lead to 

crashes as I described. Another point to consider is that as a 

model pilot you are the pilot in command! That simply means 

that you are fully responsible for what you do and for all conse-

quences out of that. In the light of this consideration there is no 

difference between  a 747 pilot and a model pilot. You need not 

sit inside a cockpit to be responsible. You participate in aviation 

because a model aircraft is an aircraft – that‘s sufficient! There 

are model pilots out at the field not being aware of this fact! 

After the above event I tried to change the ―rules of engagement‖ 

for our air field during the next officers meeting. My idea was to 

add a paragraph that tells that alcohol consumption is prohibited 

as long as you operate your model out there. I was successful and 

the para. got added eventually. Did it change some people behav-

ior? I hope but I wouldn‘t bet on it. In the safety business quite 

often something needs to happen, before people wake up. 

 

Let me pick up what I said already: alcohol and drug consump-

tion is not a RMFM problem – let‘s keep it that way! 

 

 Cheers! 

Rudy Stein 

Chuck Haygood built two of these Very Nice Chip-

monks one for him and one for Dave. Can The Editor 

have one too!!! 



Greetings from the webmon-

ster!  This past month we un-

covered an issue with members 

who use q.com for their email 

provider.  It turned out that they 

could receive email from every-

one except those of us on earth-

link.  After spending hours with 

earthlink, qwest and msn tech 

support i was no closer getting 

a resolution for the problem.  Then Richard discovered the 

"Blocked Senders" list.  You get there by clicking on Tools then 

Safety Options.  On the Blocked Senders list you can remove 

earthlink.net and start receiving email from Mark Johnston, me 

and any others who use earthlink.  Actually, this is the path if you 

are using Internet Explorer on a computer running Microsoft 

XP.  If you are running Vista the steps are click on Options in the 

upper right hand corner, check on More Options at the bottom of 

the list, then click on Safe and Blocked Senders and finally on 

Blocked Senders.  For some reason, qwest automatically puts 

earthlink.net on this list for some, but not necessarily all, users by 

default.  It was not on mine but another friend had it on his like 

Richard.  If  you have any problems following these steps please 

feel free to call me and I'll attempt to help you through it.  I noted 

on two of my computers that are both running XP Pro SP 2 and 

IE 7.0.6... that the screens are not the same on both com-

puters.  Ain't Microsoft wonderful! 

 

Have a great month of flying. 

Fred Magee 

RMFM webmaster 

ñWantedò 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Rocky Mountain Flying Machine has 
lost our Editor. Please consider 
stepping up to help the Club. 

Thanks 

February Fun Fly 
By Vic Newton 

For the February fun fly we had another great day for flying.  A 

slight breeze from the south, and a clear beautiful day.  We had a 

visitor from the south west corner of Mt. Vernon, Missouri, Bill 

Allen.  He came to Albuquerque to visit family.  As an electric 

flyer he brought three very nice electric planes to the field.  It was 

a pleasure having Bill join us in our fun fly.   

 

For the fun fly I decided to keep it simple.  How many loops can 

you do in 90 seconds, a precision landing, and then a climb and 

glide for time.  Norm Elliot showed his stuff by doing 31 loops, 

just beating Jim Swart who did 30 loops. 

 

The precision landing was to see how close you could get to a 

line across the runway, but not landing before it.  Like full-size 

planes landing at an airport; how close can you set down to the 

line marking the beginning of the runway, but never before it.  

Our visitor Bill Allen showed his flying skill by coming in first at 

2ft 10in.  Norm came in second at 12ft 5in.   

 

For the climb & glide the flyers had 30 seconds from the time 

their plane started rolling to climb as high as they could to the 

end of the 30 seconds.  They then shut their engines off and 

glided back to earth, stretching the flight time to the longest time 

that they could muster.  Norm skunked everyone with a flight 

time of 3 minutes and 10 seconds, 44 seconds longer than Jim 

Swart‘s second place time of 2minutes 26 seconds. 

 

Norm put in a morning of terrific flying that earned him first 

place.  Congratulations Norm.  Every one did a great job as the 

high scores show. 

 
Place Flyer Loops Landing

 Glide       Total Points 

1st Norm Elliot 31 12‘ 5‖

 3:10 29 

2nd Jim Swart 30 33‘ 9‖

 2:26 25 

3rd Vic Newton 29 19‘ 3‖

 1:38 23 

4th Bill Allen 4 2‘ 10‖

 1:08 21 

5th Ken Morris 21 39‘ 8‖

 2:21 20 

6th Dave Haygood 26 47‘ 10‖

 1:38 19 

 

For the next time, if it‘s not to windy, I‘m thinking a Tijuana Taxi 

just might be the ticket (or rather challenge). 

 

Board Meeting notes 

 from Secretary.. 

It was decided to make a 

move on getting a perma-

nent field location either at 

our present location or find 

a location we could get a 

long term lease or manage 

to purchase. 

Suggestions were made on 

how to get better attendance 

at our club meetings, get 

more members and raise 

money toward a field purchase.  A  possible change in dues 

structure or a fund raising endever. 

It was decided to have a lottery drawing at each meeting, if the 

member winning was not present kitty would go up next month. 

The field maintenance weekend was set for March 28th and 29th. 



Conversations with Friends - Manual Trimming 

As I was working on the new ship, having lost my Excelleron due to a broken elevator cable, the 

phone rang.  It was my friend Jed. 

―Sorry to bother you, Richard, but I‘ve got a question.  Actually, Kris, a friend of mine, has the ques-

tion.  He doesn‘t have a computer radio, and wants to know how to make those corrections you 

showed us the last time we were at the field.  Can you help?‖ 

―Hmmm.  We‘ve solved a lot of problems.  Can you be more specific?‖ 

―Sure.  Kris is flying a low-wing ARF of some kind, and when he does the knife edge, like you had 

us do last time, he says his plane pulls to the canopy, but doesn‘t roll out of the knife edge, and since 

he doesn‘t have a computer radio, like I said before…‖ 

―Hey, slow down, Jed!  Now I understand.  When Kris puts his airplane into a knife edge maneuver, 

the airplane holds the knife edge (it doesn‘t try to roll out of it), but it pitches towards the top.  Is this 

right?‖ 

―Right, that‘s what he said.  And since he doesn‘t have a computer radio, he wants to know if he can correct the problem some other 

way, short of a new airplane.‖ 

―I think so—at least, here are a few suggestions he can try.  What he needs is down elevator.  But the problem is how to obtain this 

without using elevator trim.  Have him trim the trailing edge of the wing down, or reflex the ailerons down a little bit.  This will in-

crease the pitching moment of the wing, thereby inducing ‗down‘ elevator.  Of course, he‘ll have to re-trim the airplane for hands-off 

level flight, inverted flight…‖ 

―Yeah, we remember.  OK, I‘ll pass these suggestions along.  Thanks, Richard!‖ 

―You‘re welcome.  Let me know how it works.  ‗Bye.‖ 

―Bye‖, said Jed. 

A few days later, the phone rang.  It was Jed. 

―Hi, Richard.  I just wanted you to know that your suggestions about how to fix Kris‘s airplane were right on the money.  He says 

thanks!‖ 

―Glad to help‖, I replied. 

―Speaking of help…Juan, Kris and I DO have a few other problems you might be able to help us with.  Can we meet at the field 

soon?‖ 

―Sure, just pick a date when you all can be there, and let me know.  I‘ll be happy to help.‖ 

―Gee, thanks again, Richard.  I‘ll let you know!  ‗Bye!‖ 

As I hung up, I wondered what it was going to be THIS time.  I better get back to building, though, so that I‘ll have something to fly! 

Stay focusedé 

Richard Lindberg 

 

(To Be Continuedéééé.) 

 

 

―Tips and Tricks‖ 
 

 

The size of the vacuum tubing used for Combing is 5/32. You can pick up this material at your local auto parts store. What‘s nice 

about the whole thing is auto parts stores sell the tubing by the foot. It‘s nice to purchase just the amount you need, or buy a little 

extra for the next project coming up. Make one slice down the vacuum tubing with your hobby knife and use thin C/A to secure it in 

place and your done. This material has a high heat rating so it works great around the cowl area and exhaust exits. The vacuum tub-

ing is a long lasting tough material that will stay looking good for years.  I have noticed fuel does not seem to break down the tubing. 

My Dragon Lady has had the same material on for six years and it looks great. Try some on your next project. I think you will be 

happy you did. 

 

    You‘re V.P David Haygood  

 

P.S. Come to the March 19th meeting and see a demonstration on how it works. 
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FOR ALL YOUR CLUB APPAREL 
HATS, JACKETS, SHIRTS, ETC. 
SEE RJôS SCREEN PRINTING 

2520 JEFFERSON NE 
881-2099 

                                                            RMFM Event Calendar,  March - May 2009 

                                      

     MARCH 2009 EVENTS 
        

 19     RMFM Club Meeting  

 22                                                       Brass Monkey Breakfast (Western View Restaurant) 

 22                                                       Monthly RMFM Fun-Fly (Henry Wood Memorial Field) 

      

     APRIL 2009 EVENTS 
        

 16     RMFM Club Meeting  

 19                                                       Brass Monkey Breakfast (Western View Restaurant) 

 19                                                       Monthly RMFM Fun-Fly (Henry Wood Memorial Field) 

 

                                                                         MAY 2009 EVENTS 
        

 9     ARCC/RMFM Kids/Hobby Day (Maloof Airpark) 

 16-17     22nd Roadrunner Pattern Classic  (Maloof Airpark) 

 21     RMFM Club Meeting  

 24                                                       Brass Monkey Breakfast (Western View Restaurant) 

 24                                                       Monthly RMFM Fun-Fly (Henry Wood Memorial Field 

  Thatôs all for now folks - check next monthôs Calendar! 

F 

BRASS MONKEY 
BREAKFAST 

SUNDAY 
 

March 22, 2009  
8:00 AM 

 
WESTERN VIEW 
RESTAURANT 

(6411 Central Ave NW) 



www.bigboystoysnm.com 

VISIT OUR  
WEBSITE 

 
AT 

 
www.rmfm.org 

 
WEBMASTER 

 
FRED MAGEE 
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The Rocky Mountain Flying Machine 

PO Box 50262 

Albuquerque, NM 87181-0262 

 
RCL ENTERPRISES  

      

Albuquerque, NM    
     

505-344-8990       

HELP KEEP OUR FIELD CLEAN. WE HAVE A TRASH CAN, BUT 

SOMETIMES WE HAVE MORE THAN IT CAN HOLD.  

PLEASE TAKE YOUR REFUSE HOME. THANK YOU!!! 

NEXT MEETING  
 

NEXT MEETING IS ON 
March 19, 2009 

At Cutter Flying Services  
Albuquerque Sunport 

Advanced Assisted Living 

 

Quality Adult Care at Reasonable Prices 

Individual Assistance with Daily Activities 

Excellent Cuisine. Cable TV 

Private Rooms. Family Atmosphere 

Rest or Activities Suited to Your  Needs 

 

Call (505) 859-7737 Today! 

Or 


