
Presidents Message 
Welcome to a new year 
with a new set of Board 
members.  If you have 
not heard what the slate 
of officers are, here we 
go.  President is Mark 
Johnston, VP is David 
Haygood, Secretary is 
Jerry Jones, Treasurer 

is Eric Brummett, Safety officer is Rudy Stein, The 
Webmaster/Newsletter Editor is Vic Newton, the 
contest Director is John Gayer and the last board 
member is Kent Paul.  However we are short one 
person and I would love to have someone step up and 
give us a hand.  I would like to thank everyone for 
letting us take the reins of the club and I would like to 
thank those people that are here helping run this club 

for the next year. 

We are planning to have an airplane raffle to help 
raise money for the club.  It will be a Pat Tritle J-1 
Jenny that he built and will come ready to fly; we will 
be making tickets for everyone to sell.  Please help 
this effort and sell the tickets we send to you.  The 
other things that are in the works are the Annual Kids 
Day with ARCC that we help with and our Roadrunner 
Pattern Meet in May.  The flyers will be out soon.  We 
are also putting together some RMFM business cards 
for everyone to hand out to try and increase our 
membership.  Membership and participation is a big 
item on our list for this year, for we as a club must get 
new membership in this club for it to thrive and move 
forward.  The other thing on our list is to finish putting 
down the GeoTex on our runways as well as looking 
at putting one of the control line circles down.  We 
have discussed doing an auction again in the later 
part of the year as well as maybe a Swap Meet/
Pancake breakfast.  If anyone has any additional 
ideas please let the board know either by talking to 
one of us or just send an email to info@rmfm.org. To 

add to that, you can send email to anyone of us by      
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Vice Presidents Message 
Hello members, 

We are kicking off anoth-
er year.  Some changes 
have been made to the 
board.  I‘m very happy 
with the board selection 
so we should roll along 
just fine.  It sounds like 

some great prizes will be there as well. The give 
away is $20.00, so be there to win.  The program 
segment this Month will be on some changes in 
Safety.  Rudy will take us through all the AMA Safety 
rule changes.  I look forward to seeing all of you at 

the meeting this month. 

David Haygood 

Vice President 

NEXT MEETINGNEXT MEETING  
Thursday January 21, 2010, 7PM at 
Cutter Aviation at the Sunport 

 
Program: 

AMA Aircraft Safety Code Changes by Rudi 
Stein, and a interesting ñTipò by Mark Johnston 
 

Raffle Prizes: 
40ò J-3 Cub short kit by Patôs Custom Models 

Combination Square Set 
 

Roster Give-Away: 
$20 (must be present to win)  

 

―Though I Fly Through the Valley of Death, I Shall 
Fear No Evil. For I am at 80,000 Feet and Climbing.‖ 
ðAt the entrance to the old SR-71 operating base 
Kadena, Japan 



SAFETY CORNER 
Hi Folks, 

It‘s me – the safety dude! 

A Happy New Year  

to everyone! 

Before covering another 
letter of the alphabet let 
me give you a short lec-
ture about a typical Ger-

man matter.  

At the end of each year, latest on the 31st of De-
cember, almost all Germans make resolution for the 
next year.  About 50% of the population intends to 
exercise more and lose weight. 30% want to stop 
smoking, etc.  Well, you might expect that only a few 
folks really comply with their resolutions later on. 
Why is this like that?  Most likely because it is hard 
to get rid of old habits and it might simply be uncom-
fortable.  It is more convenient to sit in the living 
room watching TV and enjoying a cold drink than 
running around the sports field, sweating and having 
your tongue hanging out of your throat like a red tie. 
Other than that smokers are addicted to tobacco and 
in most cases need a therapy to stop poisoning 

themselves.  Who loves a therapy? 

The resolutions I made are to fly more often and 

to do this as safe as possible. 

But these are resolutions we all should have 
made.  Flying more often increases professionalism, 
thus making it safer by itself so to speak.  The other 
aspect of safety is the ground handling of our mod-
els, engine start procedures, standing in front of ro-
tating props, taxiing across the prep area etc.  Let‘s 
make it safe so that all of us actually experience a 

happy year! 

OK – that‘s it on this topic for now. 
 

Next letter: ―M‖ like midair collision. 

Do you think midairs are unlikely among mod-
els? They might be unlikely but they happen.  I have 
had two.  The first time I ran into a foam model and it 
was totally destroyed.  I was able to land without fur-
ther problems and the prop was the only part dam-
aged. The second time I lost a beautiful biplane.  
That day only 2 models were in the air and they col-
lided.  Why did it happen?  First, it is extreme difficult 
to estimate distances between models.  Second, is 
that a model pilot can hardly observe the air space 
around his model.  He is concentrating on it to such 
a high degree that we might have tunnel vision, simi-

lar to looking through binoculars.  

The easiest way to prevent midair collisions be-
tween models is to limit the number of models being 
airborne simultaneously and to avoid using the same 

airspace.  

Much worse than a collision between 2 models is 
a collision between a model and a full scale aircraft. 
Do you think it‘s unlikely?  It might be unlikely but I 
know of one midair collision of this kind and it ended 
with 2 fatalities.  I talked about this accident earlier 
last year and I will present it again at our next meet-

ing on the 21st at Cutter Aviation. 

In my German RC club we have a regulation that 
states–if more than 3 models were airborne simulta-
neously- a supervisor needs to be appointed.  He 
will not fly but observe the airspace and alert pilots 
when full scale aircraft are approaching.  We have a 
lot of other aircraft crossing the field because it is 

using the following addresses: 
 president@rmfm.org         vicepresdent@rmfm.org 
 secretary@rmfm.org         treasurer@rmfm.org 
 safety@rmfm.org              editor@rmfm.org 

 webmaster@rmfm.org      contests@rmfm.org 

We would love to hear from the membership on 

any topics that you would like us to talk about. 

David Haygood is planning some more very 
good programs for the coming months and we hope 
you come to the meetings and join us for some fun 
and good camaraderie.  In the newsletter each 
month you will find a section that will tell you what 
the program is as well as what the raffle prize is go-
ing to be.  If anyone has any suggestions for the pro-
gram please let us know.  This month we are going 
to go over the changes to the safety code and I am 
bringing an interesting Tip I learned this last week-

end. 

I hope to see you all at the meeting and remem-
ber we are all in this hobby to have fun, so let‘s have 

some FUN!!! 

See you at the Field! 

Mark Johnston 

President 

 

Continued on page 3. 



located within the control zone of an international 

airport. 

It goes without saying that a model always needs 
to take evasive action if a collision course might es-

tablish.  

I don‘t see too much full scale traffic flying across 
or close to our field at low altitudes.  Except for the 

paragliders. 

As always I am grateful for your ideas and in-
puts. Let me know your concerns and we will find a 

safe way out. 
 

See you at the field! 

Safety Corner continued from page 2. 
Secretary’s notes 

As the year draws to a 
close it seems the club 
has accomplished quite a 
bit.  Twice we had to do 
the road and field 
maintenance due to heavy 
rain.  Getting the Geotex 
down on the main runway 
was quite a chore, but 
worked out great in the 

end.  Should be able to finish the rest early in the 
Spring , and possibly  get two circles done for control 
line guys.  We also got a plaque put up for Bob‘s 
runway.  I want to thank Ken for all the help he has 
given the club and especially me in my first year, we 

will miss his guidance. 
 

Jerry Jones 

Thanks to Jerry and David for the 
Holiday Party Pics 



―That‘s really good news, and I‘m happy for you 
both.  That also explains why you guys weren‘t at 

the field last weekend.‖ 

―Oh, right, Richard—sorry about that‖, said Jed.  
―The company is trying to staff up real quick, like, so 
we didn‘t have much notice.  Look, we‘re really sorry 

that we couldn‘t be there, but…‖ 

―Hey, it‘s all right!  I was concerned that you 
might have crashed an airplane or two, or had a mid-
air, or worse yet have had an accident.  I‘m glad 
nothing like that happened, and that something good 
happened—new challenges for the both of you!  

Again, congratulations!‖ 

Both Jed and Kris then thanked me for my help, 
and departed.  I was left with mixed feelings—on the 
one hand, no more problems.  On the other, no more 

pattern flying buddies.  Ah, here‘s that wheel collar! 

After installing the exhaust deflector, I packed up 
and went to the flying field to get in a little practice.  
At the end of the second flight, Dean, a new club 

member, came over. 

―Hi, Richard.  Mind if I ask you a few questions?‖ 

―Not at all‖, I replied.  ―What can I do for you?‖ 

―Well, I‘ve been flying for a few years, and I‘m 
getting a little tired of just boring holes in the sky.  I 
noticed that you seem to have a purpose when you 
fly, and I think you‘ve gotten better in your flying.  I‘d 
like to try flying—pattern, is that what you call it?  

Can you tell me more about it?‖ 

―Thanks, Dean, for your kind words.  And yes, I 
was flying the FAI pattern—precision aerobatics is 
probably a better term than pattern, but pattern is 
what it‘s usually called.  The FAI class is the most 
skilled class that is offered in AMA competition.  Pat-
tern actually has five classes—Sportsman, Interme-
diate, Advanced, Masters and FAI.  Each is com-
prised of a graduated set of maneuvers which are to 
be flown in a specified sequence in accordance with 

a set of judging criteria.‖ 

―Well, I like what I‘ve seen you do, and I like 

what I see you fly.  Where do I start?‖ 

Deja vu!  Stay focusedé 

Conversations With Friends 
I was finishing up the cleanup of my Pinnacle 

and repairing the minor dings, as well as tightening 
up all the linkages, and 
since this wasn‘t too ardu-
ous, I started thinking about 
my flying for the past two 
days.  In particular, I didn‘t 
see Jed or Juan or Kris all 
weekend!  Well, Juan was 
off to the Navy, which is 
why he wasn‘t there, but 
Jed and Kris assured me 
that they planned to come 

out and practice.  I wonder what happened?  It was-

n‘t long before I found out—the phone rang. 

―Hi, Richard, it‘s Jed.‖ 

―Hi, Jed!  I was just thinking about you!  Was-

sup?‖ 

―Uh, not much, but, uh, well, Kris ‗n I‘d like to 

come over ‗n talk with you for a bit.‖ 

―Sure, come on over—I‘ll be in the workshop.‖ 

―Thanks, Richard!  We‘ll be right there!‖ 

Hmmm.  No hint of what the problem is THIS 
time—and knowing those two, there‘s usually a 
problem.  Well, I‘ll find out when they get here, so 
where did I put down that wheel collar?  Drat—it 
must have time-traveled—it‘ll show up eventually.  

Now, where‘s that exhaust deflector?   

―Hey, Richard!  We‘re here!‖ 

―Wow!  That sure was prompt, Jed—you only 
called a minute or so ago!  How‘d you get here so 

fast? 

―Simple‖, replied Kris.  ―He called using his cell 

phone as we were driving over!‖ 

―I can believe that, but how‘d you know I‘d be 

home?‖ 

―We didn‘t, but since we were near here, we took 

a chance ‗n called.  Just lucky, I guess.‖ 

―OK, here we all are.  What‘s the problem this 

time, fellas?‖, I asked. 

―Uh, there really isn‘t a problem, Richard‖, stut-
tered Jed.  ―That is, we don‘t have an airplane prob-
lem.  At least, not anything you can really help us 

with right now.  I mean…‖ 

―Richard,‖ interjected Kris, ―what Jed is tryin‘ to 
say is that we probably won‘t be flying model air-
planes with you any more.  We‘ve both been trans-
ferred to the new company plant in Oregon!  We just 
got back from an interview trip up there, ‗n we were 
both offered really good jobs, like, ‗n so we decided 

to go.‖ 

―Congratulations to the both of you!‖ I exclaimed.  

2010 DUES ARE DUE 
If you havenôt paid your 2010 dues 
yet, please bring a check to the 

January meeting, or mail it to:  
    RMFM 
    PO Box 50262 
    Albuquerque, NM  87181-0262 



Precision Aerobatics,  
beginners perspective. 

By Eric Brummett 
 

As a teenage boy I dreamed of flying pattern.  I‘d 
watch the pattern pilots with their sleek birds 
powered by Rossi 60‘s with tuned pipes.  They 
would scream down the flight line and pull into, what 
seamed at the time, 300 foot big graceful loops, and 
slow roll from one end of the runway to the other. 
Their grace was paralleled only by the USAF 

Thunderbirds in my mind.  

The sleek fast planes have given way to aircraft 
that rely more on aerodynamics than speed.  The 
grace of  the pattern planes of today is almost a 
work of art.  Hanger 9 has done a beautiful job with 

the precision aerobatics Ultra Stick 60.  

That‘s right folks, I said the Ultra Stick 60.  

Last year I began to realize my dream of flying 
pattern.  My practice so far has been on the Ultra 

Stick 60.  

You don‘t have to have deep pockets to fly 
pattern, only an airplane that can fly basic 

HELP KEEP OUR FIELD CLEAN. WE HAVE A TRASH CAN, BUT 

SOMETIMES WE HAVE MORE THAN IT CAN HOLD.  

PLEASE TAKE YOUR REFUSE HOME. THANK YOU!!!  

RMFM CALENDAR 
 

January 21 RMFM Club Meeting - Cutter Aviation, 7PM 

January 24 Brass Monkey Breakfast - Western View Restaurant, 8AM 
January 24 Monthly Fun Fly - Henry Wood Memorial Field, 9AM 
 

February 7 Indoor Free Flight (no RC), Grant Middle School, 7-9PM 
February 12 Indoor Flying - Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church, ARCC 6-9PM 
February 18 RMFM Club Meeting - Cutter Aviation, 7PM 

February 21 Brass Monkey Breakfast - Western View Restaurant, 8AM 
February 24 Monthly Fun Fly - Henry Wood Memorial Field, 9AM 
 

March 7 Indoor Free Flight (no RC), Grant Middle School, 7-9PM 
March 12 Indoor Flying - Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church, ARCC 6-9PM 

March 18 RMFM Club Meeting - Cutter Aviation, 7PM 
March 19 Indoor Flying - Montgomery Church of Christ, 6:30-10PM 
March 21 Brass Monkey Breakfast - Western View Restaurant, 8AM 

March 24 Monthly Fun Fly - Henry Wood Memorial Field, 9AM 
 
May 8  Kids/Friends/Neighbors Day, Maloof Airpark, co-sponsored with ARCC, 9AM 

May 15-16 24th Annual Roadrunner Pattern Classic, Maloof Airpark, 9AM  
 
June 26-27 Scale Meet, Maloof Air Park, sponsored by ARCC, 9AM  

maneuvers comprised of loop, roll, and stall turn 

combinations, and a willingness to practice.  

While pattern flying is harder than the good pilots 
make it look, it will improve your flying skills, and 
confidence.  Before I started learning pattern, I 
considered myself a decent pilot, once I started to 
learn to fly with precision, I realized just how far I still 
have to go.  My flying skills continue to improve and I 
am more confident and comfortable with my flying. 

When I go up, I also fly with purpose. 

On May 15-16 the RMFM will be hosting the 25th 
annual Roadrunner Pattern Classic at Maloof Airpark 

in Albuquerque.  

I encourage everyone to come out have give 

pattern a try.  

You can find the sportsman sequence, as well as 
the pattern judging slides by visiting www.nsrca.us 
and looking under Judging / Flight Sequences.  This 
way you can learn the sportsman sequence, and 

also see what the judges will be looking for.  

Remember, if you can fly level, loop, roll, and 
stall turn, all you have to do is put them together in 

the correct order to fly sportsman.  

We‘ll see you at the Roadrunner. Continued —> 



The Rocky Mountain Flying Machine 

PO Box 50262 

Albuquerque, NM 87181-0262 

 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
AT 

www.rmfm.org 
WEBMASTER 

Vic Newton 
webmaster@rmfm.org 

BRASS MONKEY 
BREAKFAST 

SUNDAY 
 

January 24, 2010  
8:00 AM 

 
WESTERN VIEW 
RESTAURANT 

(6411 Central Ave NW) 

 

AMA Vision 
 

We, the members of the Academy of Model 
Aeronautics, are the pathway to the future of 
aeromodeling and are committed to making 
modeling the foremost sport/hobby in the world. 


