
Presidents Message 
    I hope everyone has 
had a good month of 
flying as well as building. 
I have been working on 
getting my Nieuport 17 
back in the air and 
working on my Spitfire 
which I hope to maybe 
have ready by the scale 

meet. We have the Kids/Community day event on 
May 8th. We are going to need everyone’s help to run 
the concessions as well as the Simulators at Maloof. 
We may also need pilots and other help, so please 
plan on coming out to help. We have not heard back 
from AMA on the TAG grant as of this writing, but I 
hope to have some news by the meeting. Thanks to 
Eric Brummett for taking care of the TAG process. 
    On April 3rd we have scheduled a day to put down 
the Geotex on the other runway. Jerry Jones is check-
ing on some different glue for the sections of the Geo-
tex as some of it is coming apart. Dave Haygood is in 
charge of the work party. So please let him know if 
you can come out and help. The more of us that help 
the faster we will get done. After we are complete we 
are going to need a new photo of the field to update 
our Web page and the brochure. 
     At last month’s meeting Bill Jacklin was voted in as 
the ninth board member. Bill will be helping with a 
small re-write of the bylaws to incorporate the ability 
to have less members if needed as well as the ability 
to do RMFM business via electronic form when 
required. Thanks to Bill for stepping up to help. 
    Eric got us a couple of good prizes for the meeting 
so be sure to come support the club at its meeting. 
We have a new member that turned in an application, 
Jim Andzola, he will also be at the meeting and 
maybe come out and fly at our monthly contest. 

    Ken Morris was working on the raffle plane tickets 

for us and I hope to see the completed tickets by our 

meeting. We are way behind on getting tickets sold so    
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Vice Presidents Message 
Hello members, 

The weather has been 
some what up and down 
for the past couple of 
weeks. Hope to see good 
weather soon. I had a 
great time with the elec-
tric program segment last 

month. During the research on material, I learned a 
lot myself. I ordered some 150 ohm two watt power 
resistors; for who ever wants one let me know at the 
meeting. For the program segment this month I will 
finish off electrics, with the watts meter and some 
capacity knowledge. We will run an electric motor up 
check out the readings and what it means. The give 
away is $20.00 dollars and as always a great gift 
drawing. John Gayer will be heading up the ―tips and 
tricks‖ for us this month. Thank you John for putting 
your tip together for us, it will be interesting for us all. 

We hope to see you at the meeting! 

David Haygood 

NEXT MEETINGNEXT MEETING  
Thursday March 18, 2010, 7PM at 
Cutter Aviation at the Sunport 
 

Program: 
Electrics Made Simple continued by David 

Haygood, and “Tips and Tricks” by  
John Gayer 
 

Raffle Prizes: 
GWS CargoTrans 

Small Tool Set 
 

Roster Give-Away: 

$20 (must be present to win)  

That's not flying, that's just falling with style. 

                  Woody, from the 1996 movie 'Toy Story,' regarding  

                  Buzz Lightyear. 



SAFETY CORNER 
Hi Folks, 

It’s me – the safety dude! 

    Let’s cover another letter 
of the alphabet to address 
another safety issue! Next is 
―P‖ like propeller(s). Oh – 
beautiful because I have an 
interesting story to tell. 

    I don’t know why I never forgot this flying display that 
took place in the early 70s of the last century close to my 
home. One of the pilots had a scale model of the ―English 
Electric Lightning‖. The full scale fighter aircraft was a 
British design out of the 50s. The aircraft was character-
ized by its extreme wing sweep and it was famous for its 
high performance. 
    The model was equipped with a two stroke nitro en-
gine, standard in those days. I was close to the pilot and 
his model when he fired up the engine for his demonstra-
tion flight. What caught my attention was that the propeller 
had obviously been in use for many, many years because 
the trailing edge of one blade was worn out from flipping it 
a thousand times with a chicken stick. The trailing edge 
actually was bent inwards. This prop must have been far 
out of balance-it also had a bad aerodynamic perfor-
mance. That day I wondered why he was still using it. My 
answer is easy: he wanted to impress the spectators: Hey 
look! I have been flying this model for years and years 
and it is still alive! I am your hero! Or something like this. 
    Anyway. I remember the end of his flight which also 
happened to be the end of the model. The pilot made a 
low inverted pass over the runway. Unfortunately instead 
of pushing to gain altitude he pulled the elevator. The im-
pact was impressive and the propeller was destroyed. By 
the way-the model as well. It was a total loss! 
    OK-back to propeller safety: A rotating prop is an ex-
treme source of danger. I am rather sure that everyone 
has been hit by a propeller at least once or twice in our 
model aviation carrier. The fortunate have just some scars 
to tell the story, others have lost one or more fingers.  
Because of that, let’s recall a few safety rules to prevent 
us from being crippled: 
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when you receive them please help out and sell as 
many as you can. The plane will be given away at 
our October 23rd Fun Fly that Dave Haygood will 
run. 
    The roadrunner pattern meet is also coming up 
the weekend after the kids/Community day event. 
Jeff Hill and John Gayer will be running the event. 
They will need as many of us to come help as well 
as fly in the event. 

 

See you all at the meeting or at the field.  
Happy landings, 

Mark Johnston 

мΦ The size of the propeller needs to match engine pow-

er output. The engine manufacturer usually issues good 
guidance to choose the right prop for the desired purpose. 
When you make a fast fly by with a model and the prop is 
making a rattle like sound (sometimes show pilots do this 
to impress the audience) you have chosen a prop to small 
in diameter and its tips are supersonic. Use a prop larger 
in diameter. 

нΦ We all know that each prop needs to be balanced 

thoroughly. 

оΦ Some pilots prefer to paint prop tips in a bright color – 

not a bad idea. 

пΦ Properly secure the prop on the crankshaft. Use a 

correct size wrench. 

рΦ Always check the tightness of the propeller nut and 

retighten it, if necessary, particular in the case of a four 
stroke engine or when using wooden props. If a locknut 
assembly is provided with your engine, always use it. This 
will prevent the propeller flying off in the event of a 
―backfire‖. 

сΦ Discard any propeller which has become split, 

cracked, nicked or otherwise rendered unsafe. Never at-
tempt to repair such a prop. Do not modify a propeller in 
any way, unless you are highly experienced in tuning 
props for specialized competition work such as pylon rac-
ing. 

тΦ After starting the engine, carry out any needle valve 

readjustment from a safe position behind the rotating pro-
peller. 

уΦ Take care that loose clothing does not come into con-

tact with the prop. 

фΦ Do not carry loose objects (such as pencils, screw-

drivers, etc.) in a shirt pocket from where they could fall 
through the propeller arc. 

млΦ Never crouch over a running engine. 

ммΦ For their safety, keep onlookers (especially small chil-

dren) well back (at least 20 feet) when preparing your 
model for flight. If you have to carry the model to the take 
off point with the engine running, be especially cautious. 
Keep the propeller pointed away from you and walk well 
clear of spectators. 
 
    Why do I highlight all these points? Because I have 
seen it all! I saw a guy wearing a tie (!) which was almost 
caught by the prop. During ground operation the crank-
shaft of one of my own engines broke and the prop includ-
ing the nut and spinner flew away. 

 

As I always say: everything you can think off will happen 
sooner or later! We just don’t know when and where. 

 

See you at the field! 

 

Rudi Stein 

 

P. S.: Tower to a taxiing aircraft: ―Do you have the work-

ers in sight?‖ Pilot: ―Yes-they are all working!‖ 



Secretary’s notes 
 
aŜŜǝƴƎ aƛƴǳǘŜǎ  
 

bŜȄǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ 

Jerry Jones 

February Fun Fly 
John Gayer asked me to fill in for him as he was 

going to be out of town at the pattern meet in 
Phoenix.  John chose for us to fly loops, rolls, and 
touch & goes - flipping a coin to determine how 

many of each to do. Like this: 

Loops:    heads 3, tails 4 

Rolls:      heads 3, tails 2 

Touch & Goes: heads 1, tails 2 

  Fastest time wins. 

I got to the field about quarter of nine and un-
locked the gate. It was a bit windy, but that’s nothing 
new. I got my plane out and prepared it for flight, and 
then sat down to wait for the other flyers. At quarter 
of ten I decided that know one else was going to 
show. I wanted to fly after driving that far, so I flipped 
a coin to see what I would fly for the event. I got 4 
loops, 2 rolls, and 1 touch and go. I started the stop 
watch and launched my plane. My Slow Stik was 
really being pushed around by the wind. I turned 
around and found myself quite a ways downwind. I 
then flew into the wind for a bit to get back in front of 
me. After 2 loops I was again a ways downwind. I 
again continued straight flight until I was back in 
front of me.  I did the last 2 loops and again had to 
fly back. This was really making me wish I had my 
new Mini Ultra Stik finished. Oh well, next month. 
The 2 rolls were a little easier being able to keep the 
nose into the wind. By this time I was barely able to 
make headway in the wind. I did a quick 360 and 
started working my way down for a touch & go.  I got 
lucky with a slight reduction in the wind, did the T&G 
and another quick 360. The wind was back so I 
worked my plane until it was right in front of my feet 
and set it down. I grabbed it with the power still at 
half throttle. If I had cut the throttle I knew it would 
have been blown half way down the runway.  I shut 
off the power and then stopped the watch.  What a 
terrible time, 4 minutes, 23 seconds; but what a 

challenge.  

Being the only one there, I award myself 2 

points, 1 for being there, and 1 for flying. 

 

John will be back this 
month, and I am anxious 
to see what he has in store 
for us. I will have my new 

plane ready. 

 

Vic Newton 

 

 

And the winner is! 

February Meeting 
 

Stan Johnston 

with a 
beautiful 

scale 
gyrocopter. 

 

 

 

 

Pat Tritle and 

his newest 
creation in 

progress. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Johnston 
and his Ultimate 

Bipe. 

 

 

 



From Mid-Missouri Radio Control Association 
Pilot Spotter's Responsibility 

by Bob Ackerman 
 
While at the field recently I was asked, ―What does a pilot 
spotter do?‖ I quickly told him, ―spot for the pilot.‖ I 
thought about my response for a few minutes and I 
realized that was not a good answer.  
 
Do you know what the responsibility of the pilot spotter 
is? I asked a few pilots and I got the same answer from 
most, ―spot for the pilot.‖ So, what does that mean? 
 
The pilot spotter, or just spotter, is a safety person for the 
pilot. The pilot and spotter should be a team working 
together for the safety of the pilot, the spotter, the aircraft, 
and all parties at or near the field.  
 
Whereas the pilot has the responsibility of flying his/her 
aircraft in a safe manner, the spotter has many other 
responsibilities, which include: 
 
Å Relay messages from the flightline and safety personnel 
to the pilot about landing aircraft, aircraft emergencies, or 
dead-stick landings by other aircraft on the field, and 
other information important to the pilot flying the aircraft. 
The pilot may be concentrating on the aircraft in flight and 
may not hear or pay attention to background messages 
on the field. 
 
Å Relay messages from the pilot to the flightline and/or 
safety personnel about the pilot’s landing, emergency, or 
dead-stick landings, and other information that needs to 
be passed from the pilot to others. 
 
Å Be the eyes of the pilot away from the aircraft. Watch 
the flightline and inform your pilot of aircraft taxiing in front 
of the pilot, people on the runway line, obstacles on the 
ground if the pilot walks around while flying, or other  
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safety issues that your pilot should be aware of. 
Å Watch the other aircraft in flight and inform your pilot of 
aircraft that may cross the flight path of his or her aircraft. 
Changes in pattern direction or aircraft in different flight 
types (aerobatic vs. pattern flight) crossing your pilot’s 
flight path should be reported. 
 
Å Keep the pilot advised of the type of aircraft that are 
being started for flight. Some pilots may be flying the 
pattern and if a 3-D aerobatic aircraft is getting ready to 
fly, the pilot may decide to fly at a different altitude or land 
the aircraft. 
 
Å Minimize the distractions to the pilot in flight. The spotter 
is the eyes and ears for the pilot. Anything that could 
distract the attention of the pilot should be explained so 
that the pilot can keep his/her eyes on the aircraft and not 
look at the distraction. 
 
Å A pilot spotter may also assist the pilot at contests, such 
as a pattern contest, by providing information to the pilot 
about the next maneuver at key points of the flight. 
 
This is not a complete list of responsibilities that the 
spotter has. Some pilots will have specific instructions for 
their spotters as to what to do, what to watch for, and 
what to explain. Each pilot and spotter should discuss 
these responsibilities before each flight. 
 
Every field has different rules for the use of a pilot spotter 
during flight operations. Most fields do not require a 
spotter when no organized event is scheduled, or the 
number of pilots flying is low. Other fields require a spotter 
on all flight activities. Most fields require the use of a pilot 
spotter during all scheduled events. Do check with your 
club or field rules about the use of a spotter. 
 
The ultimate purpose of a pilot spotter is to increase 
safety for all. So be a good spotter and help keep our 
field, and our pilots, safe. 

Richard’s New Phoenix 



HELP KEEP OUR FIELD CLEAN. WE HAVE A TRASH CAN, BUT 

SOMETIMES WE HAVE MORE THAN IT CAN HOLD.  

PLEASE TAKE YOUR REFUSE HOME. THANK YOU!!!  

RMFM CALENDAR 
 

March 18 RMFM Club Meeting - Cutter Aviation, 7PM 
March 19 Indoor Flying - Montgomery Church of Christ, 6:30-10PM 

March 21 Brass Monkey Breakfast - Western View Restaurant, 8AM 
March 24 Monthly Fun Fly - Henry Wood Memorial Field, 9AM 
 

April 3   Field Work Party to Geotex East/West runway.  PENDING 
April 4  Indoor Free Flight (no RC), Grant Middle School, 7-9PM 
April 9  Indoor Flying - Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church, ARCC 6-9PM 

April 15 RMFM Club Meeting - Cutter Aviation, 7PM 
April 18 Brass Monkey Breakfast - Western View Restaurant, 8AM 
April 18 Monthly Fun Fly - Henry Wood Memorial Field, 9AM 

April 23 Indoor Flying - Montgomery Church of Christ, 6:30-10PM 
 

May 8  Kids/Friends/Neighbors Day, Maloof Airpark, co-sponsored with ARCC, 9AM 

May 14 Indoor Flying - Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church, ARCC 6-9PM 
May 15-16 24th Annual Roadrunner Pattern Classic, Maloof Airpark, 9AM  
May 20 RMFM Club Meeting - Cutter Aviation, 7PM 

May 23 Brass Monkey Breakfast - Western View Restaurant, 8AM 
May 23 Monthly Fun Fly - Henry Wood Memorial Field, 9AM 
 

June 26-27 Scale Meet, Maloof Air Park, sponsored by ARCC, 9AM  
 
October 23 A Different Fun Fly and the Raffle Plane raffle. 

505 -332 -3797  

2010 DUES ARE DUE 
If you haven’t paid your 2010 dues 
yet, please bring a check to the March 
meeting, or mail it to:  
    RMFM 
    PO Box 50262 
    Albuquerque, NM  87181-0262 

I've had a ball.  —   Charles 'Chuck' Yeager, describing 
his 30 year Air Force career. 



The Rocky Mountain Flying Machine 

PO Box 50262 

Albuquerque, NM 87181-0262 

 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
AT 

www.rmfm.org 
WEBMASTER 

Vic Newton 
webmaster@rmfm.org 

BRASS MONKEY 
BREAKFAST 

SUNDAY 
 

March 21, 2010  
8:00 AM 

 
WESTERN VIEW 
RESTAURANT 

(6411 Central Ave NW) 
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We, the members of the Academy of Model 
Aeronautics, are the pathway to the future of 
aeromodeling and are committed to making 
modeling the foremost sport/hobby in the world. 


