
            Hello Members, 

 

            I‘m very excited 

this Month, we have the 

prize drawing also the 

money give away. For 

the program segment this 

month we have a guest 

speaker. Our guest is 

MR. Phil Hailey. Phil 

will take us back a few 

years, on some equipment and what the Navy was like. The give 

away is $20.00 this Month, so don‘t miss the meeting. See you 

there, David Haygood. 

Presidentôs 

Message 
We are about to 

wrap up another 

year.  I hope it has 

been a good year 

for most of us.  

It‘s been a trying 

year for some of 

us, myself in-

cluded.  But the 

year isn‘t over yet, 

and we have one more fun thing, the annual Christmas party and 

meeting.  There always seems to be an issue of when to have the 

party because there are so many parties and it always seems to 

affect some members. 

 

Jim Swarts and his wife volunteered to have the event if we could 

have it after Christmas.  We scheduled the party on Sunday, De-

cember 27th.  It is after Christmas but during the Christmas week-

end.  We thank the Swarts‘ for stepping up to have the party and 

hope it minimizes conflict with other planned parties. 

 

In keeping with tradition, the club will furnish the meat items and 

we are asking everyone to bring one of their favorite dishes to 

share with the attendees.  We are going to continue the spouse 

gift exchange, so we ask every couple to bring a gift to be ex-

changed.  Please keep the cost at $10 or below.  We will send you 

more details. 

 

We also announce the new board members at the annual meeting.  

Mark and Dave have been working on quality replacements, but I 

think they still need a few volunteers.  The board is critical to 

keep the club running smoothly, so if you can possibility fill one 

of the positions, please let Mark or Dave know. 

 

We were able to make some significant improvements to our 

field this year.  We were able to purchase geotex fabric for our 

runways and some of the other areas and were able to place it on 

the north/south runway.  We still have a lot of work to do to com-

plete the project.  There was also a lot of work done on the road 

and culvert area leading to our field.  We realize that that is an 

ongoing project to keep the entrance usable.  The more of these 

projects we complete, the more desirable our field will become 

for members to fly on and the more new members we will attract 

to RMFM. 
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Meeting Information  
ProgramðPhil Haley will talk about equipment changes over 

the years, And what the Navy was like. 

 

Raffle PrizeðUnknown as of the writing of the Newsletter 

 

The club meeting giveaway is $20 

 

Brass Monkey Breakfast Nov 22th 8:00am  (Western View) 

The board, after a lot of discussion, elected not to raise dues for 

the 2010 membership period even though our maintanance ex-

penses will be up.  That means we have to be more creative in 

raising additional revenues.  We need to add several new mem-

bers to the club roster in 2010 and we are planning to reinstate the 

annual auction.  If we complete the field projects we could have 

an event or two at our field.  But it is going to take everyone‘s 

support to successfully bring this about. 

 

Please try to make the meeting on Thursday, November 19th.  It‘s 

important to have your input on the leadership for next year. 

 

Ken Morris 

President, RMFM 



October Fun-

Fly 
By Vic Newton 

This month every-

one had to submit to 

a random drug test.  

(Well, maybe not so 

random.)  Each pilot 

had to land their 

plane, provide a 

sample for the drug 

test, and then take 

off and resume their flight.  Of course this was a timed event.  

But to even things up, before we started everyone had to predict 

how long it would take them to perform the test, from touch 

down to take off.  The predictions were kept secret. 

 

After landing each pilot had to shut off their engine and electrics 

had to unplug.  They then scurried off to the outhouse with their 

plastic cup in hand.  Behind the outhouse I had a pitcher with 

apple juice in it.  They filled the cup and returned to the flight 

line and then restarted their plane and took off.  The key was to 

take off as close to their predicted time as possible.  Oh yea, 

watches and timers were not allowed. 

 

To encourage returning the cups as full as possible, the weight of 

each cup was measured when returned to the flight line.  The 

three pilots with the fullest cups received a 10, 20, or 30 sec ad-

justment to their time as needed.  It was fun watching everyone 

hustling back and trying not to spill any liquid. 

 

1st place Derek 

2nd place Brian 

3rd place Mark 

4th place Vic 

5th place Fred 

6th place Jim 

7th place Rudi 

Secretaryôs Report 
By Jerry Jones 

With the new north/south runway fin-

ished, it has been a beautiful month for flying for 

those who have taken advantage of the weather and 

enjoyed the field. Two weekends ago the Pattern guys 

were out practicing (got a few pics.) and this last 

weekend two flyers from the ARCC club brought out 

their Electrics and seemed to enjoy the field. Its al-

ways great to have Richard there to help me with my 

many snags . I wish Fred had some pictures of  his 

Falcon encounter ! probably would have made the 

news.. We have plenty to discuss at the monthly meet-

ing so hope to see you all there.. 



Conversations With 

A Friend 

I was just cleaning up my Pinnacle 

after yet another practice flight 

when Jed and Juan drove up.  They 

appeared to be somewhat agitated, 

so I went over to their pit area to 

see what was the matter. 

―Hi, Jed!  Hi, Juan!  How are 

things?‖ 

―Oh, hi, Richard,‖ said Jed. 

―Hi, Richard,‖ said Juan.  ―We‘re sure glad you‘re here.  We‘ve 

been having a lot of trouble with our airplanes.  We tried to trim 

‗em like you told us, but it seems that whenever we make a 

change, something else appears to be wrong, and I, for one, am 

very discouraged.  Can you help us again?‖ 

―Sure, I‘ll be happy to help.  Suppose you each tell me, individu-

ally, about the problems you‘ve been having with trimming, and 

then we‘ll see what we can do about them.‖ 

Jed and Juan then proceeded to tell me what they had been doing 

since the last time.  Their biggest mistake was that they were try-

ing to change everything at once, or so it appeared.  I suggested 

that each of them fly their model for me, and do what I ask them 

to do, so that we both could see that‘s happening.  I asked them to 

repeat the three basic steps we talked about last time—hands-off 

level flight, inverted flight, and gliding.  Neither model could fly 

straight and level, hands-off—neither pilot had bothered to check 

this!  We found that Jed‘s airplane needed tail weight; Juan‘s did 

not (yet).  After a few trials, both models were flying pretty 

straight. 

―Wow, Richard, my plane is really flying good!  Thanks!‖, ex-

claimed Juan.  Jed echoed Juan‘s sentiments. 

―Wait a bit, guys!‖, I said, ―You‘re not finished trimming yet!  

We‘ve got just a little bit more to do to achieve nirvana.  Now 

that you‘ve finally trimmed for straight and level, it‘s time to trim 

for loops and rolls.  THEN you‘ll feel really good about your 

airplanes. 

―First, though, let‘s do something about your original problem.  

Remember what I told you about zeroing those transmitter trim 

levers?  If you do this after EVERY trim session, AND check to 

be sure they are centered before you fly, you‘ll have a much eas-

ier time of it.  Do those computer radios you‘re using have a fea-

ture called ‗sub-trim‘ or ‗trim memory‘?‖ 

―Yeah‖, said Juan, ―it‘s just like expo—the radio‘s got a ‗sub-

trim‘ function, but we don‘t know how to use it, or what it‘s for.‖ 

I explained sub-trim and trim memory, and suggested that they 

read about it again when they got home.  For now, however, I had 

them adjust the clevises to re-zero the transmitter trims.  I also 

explained that this was preferable to exclusive use of sub-trim, as 

re-zeroing via adjustment of the clevises kept the servo travel 

centered, thereby making equal throws more likely and minimiz-

ing the chances of over-driving the servo in one direction.  Then 

we resumed our trimming session. 

―Here‘s what to do next‖, I continued.  ―Fly straight and level 

into the wind, wings level, and pull a fairly tight inside loop.  Just 

one.  And be sure to use only elevator—no aileron for correc-

tions!  Note whether a wing is low when you exit.  Do this a few 

times to really be sure that one wing is lower on exit.  Then do 

the same thing, only inverted.  Repeat this a few times, too, to be 

sure.  Don‘t worry about heading changes yet.‖ 

―What‘re we looking for, Richard?‖ asked Jed. 

―This test will tell you whether you have a ‗heavy wing‘, Jed‖, I 

replied.  ―If the same wing is lower on exit from both an inside 

loop and an outside loop, add a little weight to the opposite wing-

tip and try, try again.‖ 

Jed and Juan then flew their models to check for heavy wing pan-

els.  When they finished, it was time for a heading correction 

discussion.  First, we checked to be sure that the elevators de-

flected equally both up and down.  If they didn‘t this would cause 

a rolling tendency.  Jed‘s elevator was not split, and it was 

straight.  Juan‘s elevator was just the opposite (split, and one side 

moved more than the other), so we corrected the problem by ad-

justing the clevis on the side that moved too much.  I then had 

both pilots fly their models again to ascertain that the three funda-

mental trim modes were OK. 

―Gee, Richard, what a difference!‖, said Jed.  ―I can hardly be-

lieve it‘s the same airplane I started with!  It‘s really easier to fly 

now.  Why, I think I can even do some of those advanced maneu-

vers you were practicing!‖ 

―Slow down, Jed!‖, I cautioned.  ―Although your model is flying 

pretty well now, we still have a few more fundamental things to 

do.  When we‘re finished, both of you will be able to practice 

your patterns without your equipment getting in your way, and 

you won‘t be so agitated when you come out to fly. 

―Here‘s what to do about those heading changes during your 

loops (now that you‘ve corrected for a heavy wing panel).  Once 

again we‘re gonna do single loops, but this time we‘re gonna 

observe WHEN a heading change occurs.  AND we‘re gonna do 

both insides and outsides to see if the same heading change oc-

curs in both.  Be careful that the ship is level when you start, and 

make smooth, round loops.  If it rolls off, start over with a little 

aileron correction, and try to get it straight.  Then do outsides the 

same way. 

―If your model changes heading in the same direction at the be-

ginning of both insides and outsides, this should be corrected 

with a little rudder, not aileron, so remove the aileron trim and do 

it again, this time correcting with rudder.  Remember to then go 

back and check the three fundamental trim modes for other 

changes—you‘ll likely need some aileron correction.  If the same 

heading change is delayed until you approach or pass the top of 

the loop, you most likely will need to adjust the right or left thrust 

of the engine.‖ 

Juan then asked, ―But what does it mean if the heading changes 

AIN‘T in the same direction?  What do we do then?‖ 

―Good question, Juan,‖ I said.  ―If opposite aileron trim is re-

quired, then your ship is rolling.  Mis-matched elevator halves are 

likely culprits to cause this, which is why we checked them first.  

But warps, mis-alignment, sagging pushrods, flaky radios—I 

could go on and on—might cause this condition, too.  If this is 

the case, then we‘ll have to consider some more drastic solutions.  

But from what I‘ve seen of your ships, this shouldn‘t happen.  Go 

fly and set‘s see what you find.‖ 

―Razzlefratz!‖ exclaimed Jed.  ―Look at the time—we gotta go, 

Juan!  Richard, can you, like, help us some more?  I‘m sure learn-

ing a lot, and I really do wanna learn to fly those maneuvers.  

When can we do this again?‖ 

―Here‘s my phone number, Jed—call me and we can set up a 

time for our next session.‖ 

―Thanks a bunch, Richard!  We‘ll give you a call soon!‖ 

As I turned back to the congealed oil still on my Pinnacle, I won-

dered what I was letting myself in for.  Well, it‘ll be interesting 

and worthwhile, I think! 

Stay focusedé 



Safety Corner 

Hi, it‘s me again, the 

safety dude! 

There was no 

―Safety Corner‖ in 

the October News-

letter – Rudi was on 

leave and enjoyed 

the Pacific coast! 

This time we won‘t to cover another letter of the alphabet be-

cause something else caught my attention. 

Don‘t know how you feel but I am always looking forward to the 

monthly AMA magazine ―Model Aviation‖. Not only does it 

provide good entertainment – it also delivers nice advice how to 

do certain things better, easier, faster or safer. I do not memorize 

the entire magazine by heart but -of course- I go over the ―Safety 

Comes First‖ pages with special interest. In October‘s issue we 

read how to safely start engines. I am glad that the article re-

flected what I wrote for our July Newsletter (When hand starting 

the engine wear a padded glove!). May be the author plagiarized 

it. (Just kidding!) Well – for my taste he overemphasized the 

hand crank procedures a bit possibly giving some pilots a less 

than comfortable feeling if they start engines with an electrical 

starter. We all know that some engines fire easier when using a 

starter, other engines even need a starter. And there is one thing 

for sure: using the starter is safer (providing you do it the right 

way!)!  

The November issue I found the article ―Crashing is NOT an 

Option‖ (page 46 ff) written by Don Apostolico very interesting. 

Of course Don is absolutely right when he says that models are 

crashed for the same reasons over and over again (like in manned 

aviation). But I do not quite agree with his 30 reasons and 5 cate-

gories he has listed. By the way – I don‘t like to use the word 

―reason(s)‖‘, I prefer the word ―cause(s)‖, because crashes/

accidents etc. are caused by something or someone or sometimes 

even by a group of people.  

Well – let me explain what I just wrote and pick the very top 

―reason‖ on the matrix: pilot error. A pilot error according to the 

understanding of accident/crash investigators is not a reason, bet-

ter: is not a cause for an accident/crash. It is the expected result of 

something else. In order to identify the real cause we need to ask 

why did the error occur. The answer might be: insufficient train-

ing. This triggers the question why his training was insufficient? 

The answer might be: because he didn‘t fly often enough. Why 

didn‘t he fly often enough? Answer: because his wife likes him 

rather to be at home than spending time on the field. So what is 

the real root cause for his error? OK – I choose this example to 

make you smile ;-)  

But this actually is the way it works. We go about 5 steps back by 

asking WHY to identify the root cause. (We don‘t go back to 

Adam and Eve.) Then the root cause needs to be fixed to prevent 

the same from occurring again. For the example above it might 

help to tell the wife that she also benefits from a pilot coming 

back from flying happy and in high spirits! It also saves money! 

And that‘s certainly a good argument. 

The preconditions leading to the causes of accidents are different 

in each individual case. Because of that crashes still occur. Let 

me give another example: let‘s assume a pilot belly crashes an 

aircraft because he forgot to lower the landing gear. Not lowering 

the gear is not the cause for the crash, it is a result of something 

else. Just telling pilots that they need to lower the gear wouldn‘t 

prevent the same for happening again because everyone knows 

that the gear needs to be lowered. The question is why did he 

forget to lower the landing gear? He was distracted. Why was he 

distracted? Because he was reading the approach chart. Why was 

he reading the chart instead of concentrating on the landing? Be-

cause his preflight preparation was bad. Why was it bad? Because 

he showed up just 30 minutes prior take off and was short of 

time. Aha! In the future he will show up 60 minutes. This pro-

vides enough time for a thorough preflight.  

This should be it on this topic! 

I still think we need a basic first aid kit stored isomewhere on our 

field. If someone has a good idea where to store it, please let me 

know. But it needs to be heat and water protected. May be putting 

it into the container is the best for the moment. 

In the near future we will receive the updated ―National Model 

Aircraft Safety Code‖ and pin it onto the board at the field.  

See you out there soon! 

Rudi Stein 



RMFM Event Calendar,  OctoberðDecember  2009 

 

 

 

 

     November 2009 EVENTS 

        

 19     RMFM Club Meeting  

 22                                                       Brass Monkey Breakfast (Western View Restaurant) 

 22                                                       Monthly RMFM Fun-Fly (Henry Wood Memorial Field) 

 

     December 2009 EVENTS 

  27     RMFM Annual Meeting/Christmas Party      

   

 

 

   Thatôs all for now folks - check next monthôs Calendar! 



The Rocky Mountain Flying Machine 

PO Box 50262 

Albuquerque, NM 87181-0262 

HELP KEEP OUR FIELD CLEAN. WE HAVE A TRASH CAN, BUT 

SOMETIMES WE HAVE MORE THAN IT CAN HOLD.  

PLEASE TAKE YOUR REFUSE HOME. THANK YOU!!!  

NEXT MEETING  
 

NEXT MEETING IS ON 
Nov 19, 2009 

At Cutter Flying Services  
Albuquerque Sunport 

VISIT OUR  
WEBSITE 

AT 
www.rmfm.org 
WEBMASTER 

Fred Magee/Vic Newton 


